FRANK E. EVANS 

3D DisrmcT. Colorado 

HOUSE Office Building 
WASHI f4GTON. D.C. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 



Congre£(£( of fte ^niteb ^tatesJ 

ilousie of jB.EprE£Jentatibc^ 
®Eas(f)tnston, 50.C. 20515 

February 24, 1967 






DISTRICT OFFICE; 

P.O. Box 1814 
Colorado Springs 
Colorado 




Mr. Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Wozencraft: 

Thank you for your letter of Febpiilry 25 in which you 
explain it would not be possible to empanel a grand jury on 
the subject of the death of President Kennedy. 

I certainly appreciate your prompt and clear response. 


Sincerely yours, 
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PASTMENT OF J'JiTiPE a 

FEB 28 1967 
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AIR WiTL - ■ 

Hr* X. L» Vbsxxjndy, 

10 Elliot 8t.» 

Johnscmvllle^ 

Wolliogtoai Hflw Zealaxid 

Door Mr* Buoyadyt 

This is to acksuwlodge recoipt of your letter of ^ 

Rebruarj 23» address^ to Mtrs. J* 0» Roberts, secre<> 

tax 7 to President Jobnsxm, ooacemitig t!» assasslnaticm 

of President lezmedy* 

Sincerely yours, 

M* Wos«Bcraft 

- ' Assistant Attorney General 
. >v 'n ^ Office of Legal Cotjnsel 



By Martin F. Ricbnan 
First Assistant 



INSPTD AND ilAn^EDt 
COMMUNICATIONS £Ea» 

mar 9 1967 S.H.R. i 






1 £ 


WHI 


TE HOUSE OFFI 



REFERRAL 


To: The Attorney General 


Dote: Mar’ch 2, 1967 




ACTION REQUESTED 


Drcdt reply for: 


President's signature. 
Undersigned's signature. 

NOTE 

Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

Prompt action is essential. 

1 

Direct reply. 

Furnish information copy. 

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

X Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re- 

For your information. 

quested. 

For comment. 


REMARKS; 


Description; 


X Letter: _____ Telegram; Other; 

To: Mrs. Juanita Roberts, Personal Secy, to the President 
From: Mr. I. L. Hunyady, 10 Elliot St. , Johnsonville, Wellington, New Zealand 
Date; 2/23/67 

Subject; The Manchester book and how it relates to "his case". 


mg 


By direction of the President: 


Paul M. Popple 
Assistant to the President 


(Copy to remain with correspondence) 
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" fus Ybun^looS y staaiw* 
against ihe wall, he accord- 
ftts iagly placed a call to Robfert 
Kennedy ih Virginia. 

Johnson began by expres- 
sing his condolences. But he 
had just become the busiest 
man in the world, and after 
of a few compassionate sen- 
.•iito. fences, he plunged into busi- 
- 2 ir ness. The murder, he said, 
i »s- .“might be part of a world- 
A <n''7tfde plot, '■■ in — Johnson*? 
V ;» StStbmehT'^ to the War- 
'f m fen Commission seven and a 
;/ c- half months later he suggest- 
ed that the Attorney General 
•. had agreed with this inter- 
'station and had “discussed 
"jractical problems at 
‘ ^lems^ of special 
e did not 
Jnfor- 
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,i|(^Y,^[^;;Suiac|e: Asked;. JjiS 

^Tle- h4SW;han- | 

en n atinfl y by "agents” since the assassination of President’ Jtita 
Ji.’RpiKdy and he’d had enough, Thomas Kill am told his broflier ' 

iic' i^- ;.'r 

.' ®i^3ays later, on March 17, street cleaners in dqn^crlnx, 
peMiiwa heard predawn noises "like a trash truck picking up 
^•dt^tles.”, 

,■ iB^iatigating, they found the- body of Killam on a slxe^aaind 
te. qiEaters of a shattered department store plate glass wmdcrat. 

A ttiafinch gash in his neck had severed the jugular and; 
«*n»tid>rtery. Police viewed the death as apparent suicide. . 

]|arl Killam called for a new investigation into d» dental 
jestisday. “Did you ever hear of a man committing suicide 
^Bprag thru a plate glass window?” he asked. - ' 

’ Ifei^ ^Killam’s request a^wreDtly was prompted by an 
mw^ijption in New Orleans by Dist. At^. Jim Garrison into th»J 
President Kennedy’s assassination was a plot formulatedj 
ia Neii": Orleans rather than' the individual act rf Lee H*rver| 
^ Owwid''in Dallas. K-;; 

th%..£easacola, Ne^ys-JournaL’’lfc‘;: 

^^etOriKcaiise ^ tn» 

|^|«ta^i^dikA0fwa]dt»^de^«t1beJ)aias<37^J^ 
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Mr. William Loeb 
Puiblisher 

Manchester Union Leader 
Manchester, Mew Haxq>shire 

Dear Mr. Loeb; 


cc: Files 
Richman 
Copeland 




Your telegram and letter of February 22 to 
the President, calling for action by the United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York to procure an injvmction against the 
play "MacBird*’, have been referred to this Depart- 
ment for reply. 

Your concern for the reputation and the feel- 
ings of the President is appreciated. However, 
there is no basis in Federal law for the Depart- 
ment of Justice to seek to enjoin performance of 
a play that purports to be a political satire, 
regardless of how unfair or tasteless it may be. 

Sincerely yours. 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



Th E Wh-IT E Hou SE , 

WASHINGTON 

Feb. 24. 1967 
TO: Hon, Ramsey Clark 

For your attention and direct 
reply to William Loeb, 


Harry C. McPherson, Jr. 






WAOOS NL PD 


;iANCH£ST£P NHA.MP 23 


THE PRESIDENT 


THE WHITE HOUSI 


bii-'.sR; r;T -jr 


3 MAR 3 1S6 


R.A.O, 


.0 \ p r r 




THE PLAY MAC BIRD WHICH OPENED WEDNESDAY IN NEW YORK CITY AS 
WELL AS THE BOOK ON WHICH IT IS BASED, LEAVES THE IMPRESSION 
CONTRARY TO THE AUTHORS PROTESTATIONS THAT YOU WERE INVOLVED IN 
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. SUCH A BOOK AND SUCH 
A PLAY VIOLATE EVERY CONCEPT OF DECENCY AS WELL AS PATRlOTIS;>i AND 


FAIR PLAY. THE GUARANTEES OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND PRESS 


,'>i 





CERTAINLY COVER POLITICAL SATIRES SUCH AS GILBERT i SULLIVANS 
OPERAS, KAUFMAN’S 'OF THEE I SING’ AND MANY OTHER HARD HITTING 
ATTACKS, ON POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICAL LEADERS, 

BUT CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES OF RIGHTS OF FREE SPEECH DO NOT 
COVER ACCUSING A PRIVATE CITIZEN, LET ALONG A PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, OF MURDER. 

INCENSED BY THE MAC BIRD PLAY AND WANTING TO SPARE YOU 
FROM DOING ANYTHING ABOUT IT, THIS NEWSPAPER ASKED ITS BOSTON 
LAWYERS, MALLOY, SULLIVAN <§. SULLIVAN TO CONSULT WITH NEW YORK 
CITY COUNSEL TO SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE BY A PRIVATE CITIZEN 


FORM 080S PRlWItD DT TJI6 STANOAHD REGISTER COMPANY, 



•V 


TO SRI'VJG AN INJUNCTION AGAINST SHOWING THIS PLAY. FINDING THhI 
NO ACTION IS OPEN TO A PRIVATE CITIZEN, WE SUGGEST THAT YOU 
ASK THE U.S. ATTORNEY, IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
TO TAKE ACTION. THIS IS NOT WITHOUT PRECEDENT. J^Y GODFATnER, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, BROUGHT 
A SUCCESSFUL LIBEL ACTION AGAINST A MAN, CALLED BARNES, IN 
NEW YORK STATE WHO HAD ACCUSED HIM OF EXCESSIVE USE OF ALCOHOL. 

YOU MAY FEEL THIS PLAY IS BENEATH, THE DIGNITY OF YOUR 
NOTICE, BUT I WOULD SUGGEST THAT IN MY ESTIMATION THIS PLAY 
ASSISTS A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SPREAD AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE 


FORM 0605 PRINTED OV THE STANDAKO nEGISTER COMPANY. 



A VICIOUS RUMOR, COinINECTING YOU WITH THE ASSASSINATION Of 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY, TO DESTROY THE COMPETENCE OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, IN THE PRESIDENCY ITSELF. THIS IS NOT 
JUST A COOKY INCIDENT, BUT A COOKY GROUP, WHICH CAN’T BE 
IGNORED WITHOUT HARM TO THE NATION 

WILLIAM LOEB PUBLISHER MANCHESTER UNION LEADER. 


FOUM 08QS PKJNTEO BY TME STANDARO REGISTEH COMPANY, 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFF * JE 

ROUTE SLIP 

(To remain with correspondence) 

February 24, 196 7 


TO:.. ,-A-cting Attorney General 


Prompt handling is essential. Correspondence should be answered or other necessary action taken within 48 
hours after arrival at the department or agency. If any delay is encountered, please telephone oiSce of the 
undersigned. 


Please handle the attached correspondence as indicated below: 

A. Reply on behalf of the President XX.... 

B. Draft for presidential signature 

C. Draft for undersigned’s signature 

D. Other; 

(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from this office 

(2) For suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate handling 

(3) For your information 

(4) For comment 


Furnish this office with a copy of your reply. Yes No ..XX... 

Return the original correspondence to this office. Yes No „.XX 


REMARKS; 

Ltr to The President, February 22, 1967, from William Loeb, President, 
Manchester Union Leader, Manchester, N. H. enclosing copy of his newspaper 
of Wed, Feb 22, 196 7 with marked editorial calling for an injunction against 
the play "MacBird'' 


<3PO ia—76420-l 


By direction of the President: 



Harry C. 'McPherson, Jr, 
Special Counsel to the President 



* DEPART, M 
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NT OF jusra 



3 i MAR 3 1967 


R.A.C. 




New Hampshire Sunday News 



February 22 , 1 967 
(tel .diet.) 


The President 
The White House 
WashIngton,D .C . 

Dear Mr. President; 


The enclosed copy of our newspaper for today, with a marked 
front page editorial calling for an injunction against the play, "f^cBird ", which 
implies that you were responsible for the murder of President Kennedy, speaks For 
i tself . 


There is no point of ignoring this because this play does not 
represent a single incident but, rather , just one step in a long campaign to vilify 
you which is being carefully promoted by the left wingers. 

It is necessary to stop this campaign before it goes too far- 

Regards - 


Very sincerely. 



William Loeb 


President j , , j 



■ — tit-hr- Ur 


WL:Miss F.J.Mullally 
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No'Murderer J 
In The White House 

Not being deterred by any' question of pa- 
triotism,- Cbristian charity, good faith, good man- 
ners or just plain decency, the “MacBirdI” play, 
which implies that President Johnson was in- ., 
volved in the murder of President Kennedy, 
opens today in New- York City. .i.l. 

' If an ordinary every-^ay American citizen 
were accused of being involveii with murder in 
a play which was thus publicly produced, he 
would be able to do three thing^: (1) He could 
go to the district attorney ahd ask him to swear 
out a complaint for eriminai libel against the^ 
producer and author. (2) He could obtain an in-« 
junction against further show'ing of the play, on 
the ground that it caused irreparable damage 
to his reputation. (3) He would- surely win a 
libel action against, those responsible for the 
play- ■ ■ V ,-:.''’ \ 

Why should not the President of the Unit^ 


AN EDITORIAL 


Page 17 


States receive the same protection under the laws 
as does the every-day American citizen? , - 

The freedom of speech and expression guar- 
anteed by the Constitution does not cover crim- - 
inal libel., It is not an absolute freedom. As a 
Justice of the United States Supreme Court, the 
late Oliver Wendell Holmes, long ago said, the 
doctrine of free speech does not allow a mah to' 
stand up in a crowded theater and scream . 
PFire!” when there' is no fire. /y' 

The amusing, light-opera musical comedies 
of Gilbert and Sullivan which, jn Queen Vic- 
toria’s day, poked fun at the House of Lords, the 
Navy, the Army, the courts and other institutions 
that Great Britain regarded as almost sacred at 
that time, angered the stuffed-shirts of that day ^ 
but in no play was there any implication of-any 
crin*k>*l'.jvrong-doing by any of the instii^iaui 
ag’ainst whom the fun was poked. 


' In the 1930s the musicaUeoiiSedi^ of Play- 
? wright Kaufman, 'such as. “Of Thee I Sing,” 
■poked devastating fun at Ui S. politics: They 
[ might have annoyed the party in power but they 
accused no one of criminal activity, let alone ' 
such an act as murder. - ' - 

This newspaper believes in the right of the 
American citizen to criticize the Presidency. The 
godfather of this writer. President of the Unit- 
ed States Theodore Roosevelt, once said; “Pa- 
triotism means to stand by the country. It does 
not mean to stand by the President ... It is un- 
• patriotic not to oppose him to the exact extent 
that by inefUciency or otherwise he fails in his 
duty to stand by the country , . -. 'It is unpatriotic 
not to tell the truth — w'hether about the Presi- 
dent or anyone else.” , . 

As-our readers well know, this newspaper 
did not support President Johnson for the pres- 
idency. It is not a particularly great admirer oC 
‘ his. - ' " ■ - ; ' •' ^ . 

, This paper has gone so far as to offend some 
of its readers by referring to President Eisen- 
hower as “Dopey” and calling President Ken- 
ney.® liar for his statements in connection 
with the Cuban missile crisis but to accuse the 
President of the^United States by implication 
of being involved in a murder, as the- “Mac- 
Bird!” play does, is going too far. It offends 
every sense of /propriety and decency and it is 
high time someone in this nation took a stand 
for the proprieties and decencies. 

. This, newspaper has asked. it%, attorneys to 
research IMMEDIATELY'if there is any action 
this newspaper can take to ask the U. S. attorney 
in the Southern District of New York to request 
the appropriate court to issue an injunction 
against the further showing of the “MacBird !” 
play. 

If you and this writer can’t recklessly be- 
called a murderer, certainly the President of the 
United States, shouldn’t be open to such abuse. ■ 








. .. .. ■.'?\- 




';T‘ 


A lheatrical= drama whose plot who said he is asking - a court son, 25-year-ofd recent graduate 
seeks to implicate President injunction to fiaVe the play ^ut of the University of California 
Johnson in the assassination of down when it opens today in at . Berkeley.’' According to re- 
join F. Kennedy was denounced New. York. Qtyi,., > viewers, who. 'have previewed ; 

Ttfesday by Manchester NewS'-CThe play ^Irf “MacBkdl’' is showings^' at- the Village Gatej 
pdper Pubiisjher WiUiam toeb, authored by' Mrs Bai^fa Gar^ Theater it .strongly and openly j 
— : — implies; -.ftat .'^,:.tben'.„.,Vjce| 

iPresidrat Johhwa IV invofvetfF 
Kjirectly in the 1963 slaying of| 
jthe fate Presideig. Kennedy..,.'# 
j Loeb » a front page ahtbttalS 
i Scheduled all ;rW^Desday fc 

! Unioif Leacfe: , says ' that- if any 
'ordinary citiz^ -were the target! 
[Of such a play he would have ■ 
|rec(xiFse ;to at least three 
J remedial actions, . | 

I Number oheMoeb writes, “hef 
AfSSHRB; , , . • . \ 


could go to the district attorney' 
and ask him to swear out a 
complaint for criminal libel 
against the producer and ■ 
author. (21 He would be able to 
obtain mi injunction • against 
farther showing of the play on 
the ground that it caused 
irreparable damage to his repu- 
tation. (3) He would surely win 
a libel- action against those 
responsible for the play.” 

The editorial asks: “Why- 

ilshoudd not the President of the 
jiUnited States receive the sanje 
I protection under the laws |s 
V does the everyday American 
citizen?” •• 


- Loeb's editorial n o tes thatj 
. earlier dramatic commentarietij 
m political figtires and institi • ; 
ions, such as the musicals o' 
jilb^ and Sullivan, anl ! 
George Kaufman’s “Of TTiee I ; 
Sing,” poked , devastating fun at| 
the “sacred cows” of their era ' 
and caused great anguish to 
many “staffed shirts.” ■ 

But they accused none of 
“criminal wrong-doing, let alone 
such an act as murder,” Loeb 
noted. 

He noted also that his news- 
papers have vigorously criti-; 
cized numerous presidents,,.in-! 
eluding Johnson. j 

“But to accuse the President 
of the United States by implica- 
tion of being involved in a 
murder is going too far,” said 
the editorial. “It offends every 
sense of propriety and decency 
and it is high time someone in 
this nation took a stand for the 
proprieties and decencies.” 
AccordingJy, Loeb said, “this 
newspaper has asked its at- 
torneys to research immediately, 
if there is any action this! 
newspaper can take to ask Ihej 
U.S. attorney of the Southern,’ 
Dirtrict of New York to r^uesb 
the appropriate court to issue 
an injunction against the further] 
showing of the ‘MacBird!’! 
play.” J 

According to reviewers, thel 
play is a thinly disguised takeoff] 
of the Shakespearean Macbeth.] 

The President’s wife, Lady Bird; 
ftJoiinson, is presented in thej 
Iplay- as “Lady MacBird.” Tie| 
President is depicted as 
Bird, a tyrant, and Kennedy is] 

^en O’Dunc, the murdered king.1 
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UNITED STATES COVER. *>iENT 


Memorandum 


D^EARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FO : Carl W, Belcher, Chief date; February 21, 1^6? 

G-eneral Grimes Section, 

Cri-ctinal Division 3FQ:bf 

V 

FROM : Barry F. Greenberg 


subject: Allegation of conspirac’'^ to 
assassinate President John F. 
Kennedy - Survey of applicable 
criminal statutes. 



I have completed a review of Title 15 of the United States 
Code to determine what federal statutes, if any, were violated 
if it is shown that Oswald was part of a conspirac'/ to assassinate 
President Kennedy, 

The following statut.es, with their penalty provisions indicated, 
may have some applicability, depending on how the conspiracy aspect 
develops : 

1. l3 use 2lil - Conspiracy against rights of citizens (fined 
not more than 35,000 or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both). 

The super’tision of this statute is vested in the Civil P.ights Division. 

2. 18 use 372 - Conspiraejr to impede or injure Federal officer 
(fined not more than 35,000 or imprisoned not more than six years, or 
both) , The supervision of this statute is vested in General Crim.es 
Section, Criminal Division. 

3. 18 use 2385 - -Advocating overthrow of the Government by the 
assassination of any of its officers (fined not more than .320,000 or 
imorisoned not more than 20 years, or both) . Tne supervision of this 
statute is vested in the Internal Security Division. 

Until we hav^e more facts concerning the puroose of ary conspirac:.", 
it is imoossible to state with any degree of certaint:^ which of the 
f-9i^j>eeag statutes would be the best prosecutive vehicle. 
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□ approval □ NECESSARY action | | AS REQUESTED 

□ SEE ME I I NOTE AND RETURN □NOTE AND FILE 

I I RECOMMENDATION □CALL ME □ YOUR WE OB NATION 
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£gFMW:DCS:em 
File; 129-11 



a W. e. 



cc rFiles 


Dep.A.G. 

Stephenson 

Copeland 


Honorable Abraham Ribicoff , 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Rlbicoff: 



This refers to your memorandum of February 16, 1967, 
referring to the Departme nt of Justice for c cmnent a copy 
of a telegram to you from 



concerning 


the assassination of President Kennedy. 

asks for verification of the assassination as portrayed 
on **Joe Pine Show” and whether "tapes” are authentic. 

ilso asks whether there was a conspiracy. 


We are not familiar with the portrayal of the 
assassination on the show in question. We presume, how* 
ever, that the show may have been representative of 
various articles and books recently published which 
have attacked the findings of the Warren Commission. 

In this connection we think it is pertinent to note that 
the authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 
Warren Commission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their 
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon 
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Commission made a thorough inquiry and detailed analy- 
sis of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence 
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. 


As to the question whether there was a conspiracy, 
the Warren CocBnisslon reported that It "found no evidence 
that either Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby was part of 
any conspiracy, domestic or foreign, to assassinate 
President Kennedy." (Report, p. 21). The reasons for 
this conclusion are summarized on pages 21 to 22 of the 
report . 


Sincerely yours. 


Frank M. Vozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 


I9.JJ 


^luteb g)tatc^ Senate 

Washington, D. C. 

Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

I would appreciate your 

comments on the enclosed 

telegram. 


> _ , 


u. s. s. 

li. S, GOVERNMENT MIMTtSO OFFlCt IQ — 45102-3 


y. 
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SENATOR ABRAIH.AI'I RI3ICCFF vJASHDC . 

I DENAND. VERIFICATION. OF KE^^^EDY ASSASSII'IAT ION AS PORTRAYED 
a-i JCE PINE SHON CHAN’NEL 30 AND ARE TAPES AUTHENTIC UAS THERE 
A CONSPIRACY THIS UE STILL ASK BEST . UISHESS 
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iii^i 

Stephenson 

Copeland 



Honorable Stuart Symington, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Symington; 



10 ' 


The Attorney General has asked me to reply to your 
m^norandum of Feburary 13, 1967, transmitting for his 
considerat ion and a report a letter to you dated February 5, 

fraa^||||||||||^|||||||[||||||||[|||||||B|||^B|||||M^concem- ^ 

ing the assassination of President Kennedy. (_ 

letter states that he has been disturbed by certali^rttcles 
which have accused the Warren Commission of deliberately 
withholding evidence pertaining to President Kennedy’s 
death and criticizing the conclusions of the Commission. 
IIIIHIIIIIIII^ mentions in particular an interview with Mark 
Lane published by Playboy magazine. 


This office is familiar with the interview in Playboy 
magazine. We believe it is worth noting in this connection 
that the authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 
Warren Cotomlssion do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their 
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon 
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Commission made a thorough inquliry and detailed analysis 
of the facts oonceming the assassination. The evidence 
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. 


As to the suggestion that the Warren Commission has 
deliberately withheld evidence pertaining to the assassina- 
tion, it should be noted that the Warren Conmission gathered 
a vast amount of material, much of it having only remote 



cOTnection with the aasassination. The bulk of the material 
that was before the Commission either was published in its 
26-volume Hearings or is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which is 
not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investigative reports — 
dealing largely with activities far removed from the 
assassination itself — which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques « or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail- 
ability of other information had been delayed pending com- 
pletion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this infor- 
mation will now be released. All of the Commission material 
which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
until all of it has been made available to the public. 


As requested,^ 




IBH letter is returned herewith. 
Sincerely yours, 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 


Enclosure 
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February 13 , 19^7 


'^Cniicb >^ic t{gs >-S)crta ig 

fronfllHHHHHIli^lHB 

: 3t. Louis, Missc'ori. '-orLd apprsc 

— your cement. 'Thardzs. 


/P' 


.v^— Respectfully referred to 

■•,v Mr. Ransey Clark, Ceput;/ Attorney' Genera 

V.' Dept, of Justice 


r such consideration as the comunication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a resort 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 



By direction of^ 
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VBtuart byr.ing-on 


LI . ^ . 0 . 


J 
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Honorable Frank Horton, 

U. S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Horton: 



cc:Files 
Dept .A. G. 



Wozencraft 

Stephenson 

Copeland 
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Acting Attorney General Clark has asked me to write 
> u concerning yoox lettfer of Febru ary 9 , 1967 , to 

of which y ou sent 

a copy to Mr. Clark. Your letter 

that you are requesting the Attorney General to ccwnment 
on her letter to you of January 30, 196^^con^ rni^ the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 

the Warren Comcaission report and reconsoends another investi- 
gation of the assassination, "with the results and all 
testimony to be publicly released." 


It is evident froni| 

of the Warren Commission is derived 



letter that her criticism 
rom recent books and 


articles critical of the Ccansission and its report. In this 
connection it should be noted that the authors who have 
criticized the conclusions of the Warren Commission do not 
claim to have any significant new evidence, so far as we 
ara aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new 
inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have 
drawn from parts of the same body of evidence that was 
examined by the Commission. The Commission made a thorough 
inquiry and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the 
assassination. The evidence amply supports the basic con- 
clusions of the Commission. In these circumstances, we 
See no basis for a new inquiry. 

76 


In regard tol 


[ statement that the "results" 

of a new investigation "and all testimony" should be "publicly 
released," it should be pointed out that the entire report 




1 f£B 






of the Warren Consolsslon, including its detailed findings, 
conclusions and recommendation^ , is freely available to the 
public in published form. It is pertinent to note also 
that the Warren Ccxmoisslon gathered a vast amount of ma- 
terial, much of it having only remote connection with the 
assassination. The bulk of the material that was before 
the Ccmoalsslon either was published in its 26-voIume Hear- 
ings or is available to researchers at the National Archives. 
The relatively small portion which Is not now available 
to the public consists primarily of national security in- 
telligence or investigative reports — dealing largely 
with activities far removed from the assassination it- 
self -- which if disclosed might compromise ccnfldentlal 
sources or techniques, or in some cases Jeopardize the 
lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of other 
information had been delayed pending completion of the 
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this infoxmation will now be 
released. All of the Coomission material which has not 
yet been released will be reviewed periodically until all 
of it has been made available to the public. 

Sixicerely yours. 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Dffice of Legal Counsel 



FRANK HORTON 

36th DisTr?:cT*Or New Vortx 


. OMMITTEES; 

GOVERN.' TE.NT OPERATIONS 
D.'STRICT OF COLUMBIA 
SMALL BUSINESS 




1220 Longwouth House Ofpice B^J^LDl^iG 
(202) 225-49t6 


Congre^sf of t|)e ^niteb ^tate^ 

5^cusc of 3AEprc5cntatib£S 

CHasfjington, 3.C. 20515 


OJSTSICT OFFICE; 

t07 Fecekal Buiuding 
Rochesteb. New York t4S>4 
(716) 546-49C0 



Psbruary 9 
1 9 o' 7 



(.ax. 


Dear 


7 ^ 


Thank you for recent letter re'^Tarc.inc ' " 

the warran 'Cermission report on the 
assassination ax Presitsnt Kennedy. I 
appreciate your taiing the tii'ie to in fern 
r,a cf your thinking. 

Because of the questions your latter raises 
and the request it nakes, I air. bringing this 
natter diractly to the attention of Attornev 


General Ransey Clark. 
I shall forward it to 

Mien I receive 
you. 

a reply. 


hJith kindest personal 

ragards, I a.'i 


>L 


Sincsrtly , 


- 


a 

Frank Herton 

“ A 


FHrad 

/ r 

- - 


cc: Hon. Ra.r.sey Clark 

1 a 

1 - 

i 

i 

— nr 

M j'wSTlceTir" 
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Honorable Frank S. Ev^ans, 

U. S. House of Representatives, 

Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

This is in reply to your letter of February 8, 1967, 
addressed to the Department of Justice, in which you ask 
whether the Justice Department would have jurisdiction 
under the conspiracy laws or other relevant legislation 
to empanel a grand jury on the subject of the death of 
President Kennedy. You state that it has been suggested 
to you that this would permit the subpoenaing of in- 
dividuals who have been writing books advancing the theory 
that the assassination was a result of a conspiracy so 
that their theories could be fully investigated. 

The Departn^nt of Justice can present to a Federal 
grand jury only such Information as may tend to indicate 
a violation of a Federal criminal law. If the Department 
should receive any information in connection with the 
assassination of President Kennedy which tends to in- 
dicate a violation of a Federal criminal law and if such 
information were legally sufficient for presentation, 

X have no doubt that such information would be presented 
to a grand jury and that individuals possessing relevant 
information could be compelled to appear as witnesses before 
if. However, it should be noted that neither the killing 
of a President of the United States nor a conspiracy to 
kill a President constituted a Federal crime at the time 
President Kennedy was assassinated. In 1965 legislation 
was enacted to remedy this omission from Federal law. Act 
of Aug. 28, 1965, 79 Stat. 580, 18 U.S.C. 1751. Of course, 
this statute cannot be applied retroactively because of 
the Constitutional prohibition against ex post facto laws. 


cc :Files 

Wozencraft 
Dep.A.G. 
Stephens on 
Copeland 






In connection with the foregoing. It should be noted 
that the authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Wainren Cocooilsslon do not claim to have any significant 
xiew evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their 
criticisms and demands for a new Inquiry are based upon 
different conclusions they have drawn frc»Q parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. 
The Coaadasion made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis 
of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence 
amply supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. 

In these circumstances, we see no basis for a new inquiry. 

Sincerely yours. 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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PIiEASE EXPEDITE 


THIS MAIL SHOULD BE 
ACKNOtHlEDGED WITHIN itS HOUES 


FRANKIE. EVANS 
Id ‘district. Colorado 




House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 


Cottgtesi^ of tlje ^niteb ^tateg 

Mousse of 3S.eprcSentatit)cS 

KEasfjtngton, JB.C. 20515 


district OFFICE; 
P.O. Box 1814 
• Colorado Springs 
Colorado 


February 8, 1967 


Department of Justice 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Washington, D. C, 

Gentlemen: 


Kindly provide me with information on the following; 

Would the Justice Department have jurisdiction 
under the conspiracy laws or other relevent legis- 
lation to empanel a grand jury on the subject of the 
death of President Kennedy. 

It has been suggested to me that this would permit 
the supeoning of individuals who have been writing 
books advancing the theory that the death was a 
result of a conspiracy so that their theories could 
be fully investigated. 

Any information you can provide on this will be deeply 
appreciated . 


Sincerely yours, 



FRANK E. EVANS 
Member of Congress 


FEE;bv 





OFFICE OF LEiAL SyUFOEF 
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ccrFiles 
Richman 
Stephenson 
Copeland 
Dep. A. G. Office 


Honorable Frank Horton, 

U. S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Hr. Horton: 
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Acting Attorney General Clark has asked me to write to 
yx) u concerning your letter of February 7, 1967, addressed 
tol 

of wh ich you sent a copy to Mr. Clark. Your latter to' 
states t ^t you ar e^ requesting the Attorney General 
to canment on | 

concerning the assassination of President Kennedy 
Hi^be^i^oases doubts about the Warren Commission report, 
the Dallas police and the F.B.l. and urges you to request 
"a release of the classified Information" connected t^th 
the assassination. 


It Is evident that HHHH dopbts about the Warren 
Cazoisslon report, and probably also his dmibts about the 
F.B.l. , are based on recent books and articles critical 
of the Ccsomlsslon and Its report. In this connection it 
should be noted that the authors viho have criticized the 
conclusions of the Warren Coomisslon do not claim to have 
any significant n^ evidence, so far as we are aware. 

Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new Inquiry 
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn from 
parts of the same body of evidence that was examined by 
the Coeialsslon. The Commission xoade a thorough Inquiry 
and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassina- 
tion. The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions 
of the Comnlssion. 


7C 


As to the release of "classified information" con- 
cerning the assassination. It is pertinent to note that 

:3C. 

-< 



the Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material, 
touch of it having only remote connection with the assassina- 
tion. The bulk of the material that was before the Com- 
mission either was published in its 26-volume Hearings 
or is available to researchers at the Hatioixal Archives. 

The relatively small portion which is not now available 
to the public consists primarily of national security 
intelligence or investigative reports — dealing largely 
with activities far removed from the assassination it- 
self — which if disclosed might canpromise confidential 
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the 
lives of Individuals abroad. Public availability of other 
information had been delayed pending completion of the 
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information will now 
be released. All of the Commission material which has 
not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
imtil all of it has been made available to the public. 

Sincerely yours. 


Martin F. Rlchman 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



1220 LoNGwoirm House Office Builcinq 
(202) 225<^916 


>|| RJkTTk HC ON 
39th OisrmcT of .w Yom< 


COMMITT 3: 

GOVERNMENT.^ FRATIONS 
DiSTRiCt OF COLUMBIA 
SMALL BUSINESS 


Congre^^ of tfje ^m'teb States! 

ilousie of Bepreientatibes; 

(EiHasfjtngton, 3.C. 20515 
Fs^Druary 7 
13 6 7 


OISTKICT OFFICE; 

107 Fcceral Building 
Rochester. New York 14«14 
(71«) 546-4900 



As:- 


Thank you for your recent latter regarding 
TTarrcn rkjnniasion reocrt cn the 
^ OE_aosir.a tion of President Kennedy, I 
••‘oorsciate yoijr taking the time to iaiorm 
7 a of ''''ir t.-iinkim. 


Because of t'AC cuc-stions /car latter 
•j.jicnr cr.o t'*. a r-rcacst it nu/.ec, I 
hrinonn/ n>iic matter niractly ta 
the actontior. of Attccnoy Ganc-ral 

flrr::. I receive a reply 

T. .viisl], for'. -nr o it to vou. 


ln:-t 


nai r-nma 


t 



Sincerely, 




Frank Her ten 


Fi:: 3^ 


I * - > 


Clark^ 


?,S. I thought you Vvoulct be interested 
in the closed statamente . FK 


o 
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